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SOCRATES
History

● Ancient Greek Philospher  (469BC - 399BC)
● Athenian
● His disciples and biographers were  Plato and Xenophon
● Tried & executed for “corrupting the youth”

source: http://www.theguardian.com/books/2010/oct/17/socrates-philosopher-man-for-our-times

Philosophy

The Socratic Method

● Using Socratic questions to engage in Socratic dialogue
● Asking questions so seek the answers

○ Questions of Clarification
○ Questions of Purpose
○ Questions that probe Assumptions
○ Questions that probe Information, Reasons, Evidence, and Causes

● Challenging what is said to discover the underlying beliefs
● The pursuit for meaningful truth

Source:  Paul, Richard, and Linda Elder. The Thinker's Guide to the Art of Socratic Questioning. 
Dillon Beach, CA: Foundation for Critical Thinking, 2006. Web. 21  Feb. 2015.  https://books.google.com/books?
id=EjMfDMW95TgC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Socratic+questioning&hl=en&sa=X&ei=oz_vVO-mHoGXgwTn3YDQAQ&ved=0CB0Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Socratic%20questioning&f=false (Pg. 2, 5, 20-
21)
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THE CRISIS

● April 20, 2010

● An explosion followed by a fire took place on the BP-licensed 

Transocean drilling rig Deepwater Horizon in the Gulf of Mexico 

● 11 people killed

● Rig burned for 36 hours before it sank 

● 4.9 million barrels of oil were released into the ocean

● For 87 days, 53,000 barrels of oil leaked

● As of August 13, 2010  4,768 dead animals were collected

● BP put out to the public that the initial oil flow from the sunken 

rig was 5,000 barrels per day

● The real numbers were 10 times that amount  - 52,700-62,2000 

barrels per day

Source: http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/bp-oil-spill-disaster-by-numbers-2078396.html

● "This was not our accident … This was not our drilling rig ... 

This was Transocean's rig. Their systems. Their people. 

Their equipment."  

● "The Gulf of Mexico is a very big ocean. The amount of 

volume of oil and dispersant we are putting into it is tiny in 

relation to the total water volume."

● "I'm sorry. We're sorry for the massive disruption it's 

caused their lives. There's no one who wants this over more 

than I do. I'd like my life back."

Source: http://www.theguardian.com/business/2010/jun/01/bp-response-oil-spill-tony-

hayward
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THE DISCUSSION
● Are you angry because your company is responsible?

● Did you put your foot in your mouth?

● Was it Transocean’s fault?

● Could it have happened if you used your own rig?

● Was your assumption justifiable?

● What  if you took on responsibility?

● Do you think your live is more important?

● How does your sanity relate the crisis at hand?

● What could have we assumed instead?

● Could you have put it that in another way?

● Is the oil spill like finding a needle in a haystack, since the ocean so vast?

● Do the numbers matter?

● What is the purpose of withholding information?

● What do you think of the publics reaction?


