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I will be looking at movements that have called for income equality in the United States, 

particularly during the Great Depression and following the 2008 Recession. During the Great 
Depression I have been able to look at two movements that addressed the extreme poverty of 
the time, along with some videos of the leaders of such movements.  

Senator Huey Long from Louisiana ran a campaign that in retrospect has been called 
“Every Man a King” most likely as the result of Senator Long’s speech of the same name: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hphgHi6FD8k 

In the video linked above, the viewer is able to see and hear Senator Long’s passionate 
speech where he argues for the redistribution of wealth and claimed that every man is entitled to 
live like a king. Senator Long criticizes the fact that 85% of the wealth in the nation is owned by  
4% of the people. Senator Long also uses the analogy of diners at a barbeque and asks what is 
to be done when one man comes in to the barbeque and takes what is meant for 9/10 of the 
people to eat. His answer is “to make that man come back and give back some of that grub he 
ain’t got no business with” for which he receives roaring applause and showers of laughter. 
 Senator Long used the platform he created in order to pave the way for his campaign for 
President of the United States; at the time some believed that Senator Long was seen as a 
threat to FDR. The following smear campaign against Senator Huey Long very bluntly discusses 
the belief that the state of Louisiana was “in the grip of a decidedly un-American Dictatorship” 
under Senator Huey Long: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdzAbxsjPRA  
The following video shows Senator Huey Long as he calls out the Republican and Democratic 
parties for corruption among both: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtZOoPVy-Jg 

Senator Long’s movement for the redistribution of wealth was tied in with his political 
aspirations and he used the media in order to show that he was both a man capable of being 
successful in business, and being compassionate to the fellow man.  
 

The EPIC (End Poverty In California) movement was headed by Upton Sinclair, a 
socialist writer who had influenced society in America with his 1906 book “The Jungle” which 
resulted in regulatory changes to the way in which meat was prepared for sale and distribution. 
Upton Sinclair decided to affect society in a more direct way by running for Governor of 
California, the following video shows Sinclair speaking in detail about his EPIC plan: 



http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/video/newsreel-pathe-news-upton-sinclair-explains-his-epic-
plan-news-footage/509092173 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AS77eZVIsXc 
Upton Sinclair, much like Huey Long, tied his Political run to his call for the redistribution of 
wealth.  

Sinclair’s plan was inspired by cooperatives in California; he proposed that available 
land in California be used for cooperatives where inhabitants would live peacefully and share 
labor and crops with each other. “Our Daily Bread” was a Hollywood film where lives in the 
cooperatives were idealized - such a film would no doubt help to spread the belief that living in a 
cooperative would be a viable option to the capitalism that left so many unemployed during the 
Great Depression. 

Backlash against Upton Sinclair came in the form of a fake poilitical ad seen here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPQfLqnsLEg 
In this video the viewer sees images of common Americans sharing their views about Sinclair: 
some stated that they would vote for Sinclair because of his success in the Russian 
government, some say that they will vote for Sinclair even though he seems a little radical; all 
statements help to paint a negative portrait of Sinclair all the while seeming like they were 
spontaneous interviews. Ultimately the above video, which had been shown in newsreels, were 
reported to have been fake political ads by made by MGM for Louis v. Mayer  
 
 Occupy Wall Street is the most recent income inequality movement to have visited our 
country, and the one for which there is the most video footage. Occupy Wall Street erupted in 
the streets of Manhattan, NYC on September 24th, 2011. Seemingly inspired by social 
movements in Egypt and Tunisia during the same year that Occupy Wall Street was launched. 
The millennial age of smart phones and social media have created a landscape that is very 
different than what existed for Senator Huey Long and Upton Sinclair. Advancements in 
technology allow for a single individual to have a video camera easily accessible to them; 
technology also allows for people to easily post videos on the internet with and reach potential 
viewers all around the world. As a result of technological advances, the voices seen and heard 
in the Occupy Wall Street movement were able to come from many varied perspectives. 
  
A commercial for Occupy Wall Street was posted on Youtube about a month after the 
movements began: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5O_Ao9w1u7c 



This video shows individuals who had joined the movement in the park, in it we see people 
peacefully sharing the changes they are looking to see as the result of their protests.  
 
The following video is titled “Peaceful Female Protestors Penned in the Streets and Maced!” 
and received 1.6 million views: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moD2JnGTToA 
 
The following video is titled “Occupy Wall Street - NYPD Gone Wild - Attacking Protesters With 
Bikes”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imaMc2YHO_E  This video received 102k views 
 
Video of NYPD dragging a girl across the floor: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eU9Dx0x9h4A This video received 422K views - the chant in 
the background is “we are peaceful,” we also hear a male voice (possibly a protestor) asking a 
cop for their badge numbers 
 
The following short film parallels the way that the police treated protesters with the way that 
President Obama and Hillary Clinton claimed that the Libyan govt dealt with the protests:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RGRXCgMdz9A 
 
 
Even comedy had its hand at reporting about Occupy Wall Street. The following clip from The 
Daily Show shows a comedic look into the rationale behind the movement:  
http://thedailyshow.cc.com/videos/409tf3/the-99-  The clip ends with a nice discussion about 
what “normal people” can do about the real demands that the protesters had - but which 
apparently were not being handled well by those in Zucotti Park. The conclusion is that all 
“normal eople” have to do something in order to help change the problem of income inequality, 
but that they all had things to do i.e. go pick up their kids or watch a game… 
 


