
First Woman’s Diploma Rosanna Plasencia 

 
 
The first Woman’s Diploma was Issued to Catherine Elizabeth Benson Brewer 
 
Catherine Elizabeth enrolled at Georgia Female College on its first day of 
enrollment in 1839 
 
The College was chartered in 1836 and was the first in the world to grant 
degrees to women  
 
Catherine Elizabeth Received her Diploma on July 16th 1840  
 
Catherine Elizabeth was first to receive her diploma as the result of an 
organizational principle:  

 
Alphabetical Order 

 
Catherine Elizabeth’s name was first on the list of 11 girls with whom she 
graduated 



Women’s Ed. During the 19th Century and early 20th 
Century  

Women’s education throughout the 19th Century traveled a road that was 
painted with struggles, victories and moments of victory that had hidden 
struggles within them.  
 
Young ladies participated in secondary education by attending academies 
who used as their model The Young Woman’s Academy of Philadelphia; the 
first chartered school in the United States that educated young women.   
 
Female academies became so popular throughout the 1800’s that the name 
“Seminary” began to be used in order to differentiate between academies 
that had more stringent academic requirements than finishing schools- 
where the primary focus was to teach manners and social graces.  
 
Notable academies that assembled during the early to mid 1800’s were: 
 
Sarah Pierce's  Litchfield Female Academy in Connecticut 
Emma Willard's Troy Seminary in New York 
Catharine Beecher's Hartford Seminary in Connecticut  
Mary Lyon's Mount Holyoke Seminary in South Hadley  
(Solomon 1985, pp. 17-20).  
 
Academies such as the ones listed above show that a driving force within the 
movement to shape women’s education were individual women who wanted 
to contribute in a very personal way by starting their own academies.  
 
Women taught at the above listed academies often times taught throughout 
the country helping to spread the values learned at their respective 
institutions. 
 
It was the leaders of the same institutions that were heading women’s 
education that are now credited with being leaders in the Home Economics 
movement; particularly Catherine Beecher.  
 



As the home economics movement strengthened it eventually turned on the 
belief that a woman’s true vocation was in the home and help segregate 
men and women in education.  
 
 
 



Women’s Education in the 21st Century  Rosanna Plasencia 

Georgia Female College is still educating women today under the name 
Wesleyan College.  
Wesleyan College is considered to be among the best colleges in the United 
States; it went on to award the first Doctor of Medicine Degree to a woman. 
 
Women’s education presently stands in a place where the number of women 
who complete their baccalaureate degrees in the United States has 
surpassed the number of men completing their degrees:  
                                           Women who have bachelor’s degrees: 21.1 Million 
                                    Men who have bachelor’s degrees:  
                            (Among American adults 25 and older, as of the 2010 Census) 

 
It’s on this celebratory note that I would like to end my presentation; 
Women’s baccalaureate education, in surpassing men’s, is experiencing one 
of the upswings of the rollercoaster ride that the fight for gender equality in 
education has been.  
 
I find one fact, that’s linked with education, troubling and difficult to ignore:  
the fact that women with full time jobs now make 78.2% of what men earn. 
This indicates that while women’s education has undergone improvements 
that have allowed it to play a tug of war with men’s education in terms of 
achievements, the playing field still has not been leveled out for women in 
terms of equal pay.   
There is room for work to be done in terms of attaining equality in women’s 
education and all things linked with it; judging by the distance the 
movement has traveled, it is evident that the long standing fight is in 
capable hands. 
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