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 Egypt thrived for thousands of years as an independent nation enriched in cultural 

advances including the arts, sciences, technology and religion. Pharaohs, living gods who 

had control over the country, ruled ancient Egypt. In the Egyptian beliefs, the Pharaohs 

were put on the Earth to rule by the gods, and were the god’s mortal vessels. 

 Although many of the pharaohs who ruled were men, women were able to hold 

important jobs in high-ranking positions such as priestesses and administrators. Egyptian 

Queen Nefertiti, one of the most notable figures in Ancient Egypt, ruled alongside her 

husband, Pharaoh Akhenaten, during the 14 century B.C. Nefertiti was renowned for her 

beauty and unprecedented level of importance in the city of 

Armarna. Historians believe she held equal status to her pharaoh 

husband. Nefertiti was perhaps one of the most powerful women to 

have ever ruled.  She was shown wearing the crown only pharaohs 

wore and was known to have decided important matters for the 

pharaoh. Her husband went to great lengths to display her as an equal counterpart 

(Biography.com, 2015). With the understanding of the cultural advancements of Ancient 

Egypt, the pharaohs and queens, specifically Queen Nefertiti, were able to use public 

relations to advance their power and influence.  

 According to The Chartered Institute of Public Relations, "Public relations is 

about reputation, with the aim of earning understanding and support and influencing 

opinion and behavior”. The Ancient Egyptians used PR to influence their societies and 

other civilizations in many innovative ways. They created and used hieroglyphics and  
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pictographs to promote the power of the pharaohs. Hieroglyphs were written on papyrus 

reed carved onto stone and painted on the walls of the tombs. The papyrus scrolls were  

written with information about the pharaohs, history, astronomy, and sacred writings. 

This was a way for the pharaohs to communicate to their societies and other nations. 

They were able to tell stories about their family life, their riches, and promoting their 

gods. The hieroglyphics illustrated the beauty and power 

of Nefertiti. The pharaoh and Nefertiti were shown to be 

charismatic, wealthy, and family oriented as well as 

inseparable in beliefs, often shown riding in chariots 

together and even kissing in public. Nefertiti is depicted 

in images and statuary in a large image denoting her importance. Many images of her 

show simple family gatherings with her husband and daughters (Holloway, 2014). 

Religion was very important to the Egyptians. It is believed that Nefertiti was active in 

the religious changes initiated by her husband. Together they established the Aten 

religion in which it is noted Nefertiti held the position as a priest, a position no other 

woman held. She was a devoted worshipper of the god and it was only through the 

pharaoh and Nefertiti that the god was accessed. 

 The pyramids were another way the Ancient Egyptians created influence 

throughout the world. The pyramids were built to protect the body of the deceased 

pharaohs. The great monuments reflected the depth and grandeur of Egyptian culture, 

which influenced many other ancient civilizations, including Greece and Rome. Jewelry, 

make-up and perfume were also important in showing status, wealth and support for their  
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religious beliefs. Statues of kings and gods were adorned with lavish jewels, and the 

deceased were sent off into the afterlife ornamented in the jewelry of the living  

(Alexander, 2014). The Ancient Egyptians also used jewelry for trade with other 

countries, showing their power in commerce.    

 In researching how influential Nefertiti was to the county, I would suggest the 

following to improve her image as a powerful queen. I would have her make more public 

appearances and even give “the state of the union addresses” to the country. This would 

emphasize her authority. I would have more artwork, such as sculptures and paintings, 

created to immortalize her beauty. These pieces of art would include images of her 

wearing her crown (something that other women did not do). Since Egyptians used 

hieroglyphics to create poems, I would also have more poems written about the beauty 

and power of Nefertiti. This would help solidify her prominence and influence more 

across the country and throughout history.  
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