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A Public Relations Strategy for High Priest Imhotep 

Background 

Imhotep’s roots are – like all ancient history – difficult to sort through. There are some writings 

that say he was born a commoner; others say he was born to a mortal and a god, and others still 

that say he was born to two gods. He is the first recorded architect, as well as one of the first 

doctors to deal with actual medicine rather than the teachings of magic and prayer to heal. As 

first advisor to Pharaoh Djoser he served as chief counselor, physician, architect, engineer, 

mathematician, and priest to the gods. After his death he was venerated as a god in his own right 

and worshipped even by the Greeks who recognized him as Asclepius, the god of healing. He is 

the architect by whom the Step Pyramid – King Djoser’s Tomb – is designed by, as well as 

several statues and oracles for the gods.  

As a physician he used herbs and plants to treat ailments such as appendicitis, gout and arthritis. 

The Edwin Smith Surgical Papyrus (written around 1700 BCE) is largely attributed to Imhotep 

although there are no other known writings of Imhotep.  The script describes wounds or other 

physical ailments and how they were to be treated. This is the first known medical text to use a 

rational and scientific approach rather than magic and prayer.  

His work in medicine is considered to be of little benefit now, however, it set the stage for 

medicine as we know it today, and is the basis on which Galen and Hippocrates – two pioneers 

of medicine – based their works.   

 



Objectives 

This Public Relations plan is for the King Djoser to commemorate and praise Imhotep while 

ensuring his memory and great deeds last for all to read and learn about.  

The main objectives of the plan are as follows: 

1. Proclaim the King’s admiration for Imhotep’s knowledge and wisdom 
2. Ensure the people know of the King’s admiration for Imhotep’s knowledge and wisdom 
3. Ensure the memory of Imhotep lives on for all people to remember  

 
Strategy 

The strategy that will be implemented for this PR plan is to have a scribe take down the words of 

the King and then have them inscribed where all people and gods can read them.  

Tactics 

Scribes will use hieroglyphics (pictograms) to capture the King’s words of admiration for the 

Great Imhotep. The hieroglyphs will be inscribed on stone as well as on temple walls. Some 

examples include the following: 

- The one that calculates all things, educated as was the Great god Thot (of Wisdom) to 
have an attentive heart, capable in action,  

- The one who knows all kinds and styles of writing; (they are written in his heart),  
- The one who knows all paths of thought, and was instructed in the measurement of grain, 

who abates the effects of famine, is educated in elocution, and is very scholarly in God's 
word,  

- The one who quickens and protects pregnant women,  
- The one who restores fertility to the sterile, those who pray to have a son,  
- The one who keeps the children healthy child; The one who invigorates those who serve 

God; who relieves sickness, who brings the necessary flooding,  
- Let your Ba (soul) live in the sky of Re, and may your body to be perfected in the 

underground world of Osiris.  
- Every day may you receive offerings of bread, of meat, of milk, and may all your needs 

be provided for.  
- YES, you are Re for eternity. (In majesty, Imhotep is identified and integrated with Re). 
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